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E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, SF 

SUB J : MEETING WITH PM VORSTER 

REF: (A) STATE 092271; (B) STATE 094101 

1 . 1 HAVE JUST RECEIVED REFTEL (B) WHICH MAKES NO 
REFERENCE TO REFTEL (A) BUT I ASSUME COMPLETELY SUPERCEDES 
IT. 

2. WHILE I WILL OF COURSE PROCEED WITH INSTRUCTIONS 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 094464 

CONTAINED REFTEL (B), I WOUNDER WHETHER THE TIMING OF 
INFORMING VORSTER (TODAY) AND MAKING PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
(NEXT FRIDAY) HAS BEEN CONSIDERED FROM THE STANDPOINT OF 
ITS IMPACT ON THE FIVE-POWER TALKS WITH SAG ON NAMIBIA 
WHICH OPEN AT 1 1:00 A.M. LOCAL TIME TODAY. 

IN TELLING VORSTER TODAY THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT IS 
PREPARED TO MEET WITH HIM IN MID-MAY WE RISK A 
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LESSENING OF THE SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH THE SOUTH AFRICANS 
WILL TAKE THE URGINGS OF THE CONTACT GROUP (CG). THEY WILL 
BE INCLINED TO THINK THAT THEY CAN AFFORD TO WAIT TO TALK TO 
THE VICE PRESIDENT. I BELIEVE WE WANT TO BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
UNDERMINE THE WORK OF THE CG BY GIVING THE SAG A SIGNAL 
WHICH THEY ARE LIKELY TO MISINTERPRET. IT WOULD BE 
PREFEREABLE TO HAVE THE FULL WEIGHT OF THE CG PRESENTATION 
SINK IN FIRST AND THEN HAVE THE MEETING WITH THE VICE 
PRESIDENT TO UNDERSCORE OUR SERIOUSNESS. ANOTHER 
CONSEQUENCE WHICH YOU ARE IN BETTER POSITION TO IUDGE 
IS HOW OUR EUROPEAN AND CANADIAN FRIENDS ON THE CG WILL 
REGARD THE TIMING. 

3. WITH THE FOREGOING CONSIDERATION IN MIND. I WONDER 
WHETHER IT MIGHT NOT BE BETTER TO WAIT UNTIL FRIDAY 
AFTERNOON. WHEN THE CG TALKS ARE EXPECTED TO BE OVER, TO 
INFORM THE PM THAT THE VICE PRESIDENT IS PREPARED TO 
MEET HIM AND, ASSUMING HE ACCEPTS, TO HOLD OFF THE PUBLIC 
ANNOUNCEMENT UNTIL MONDAY. 

4. AMBASSADOR MCHENRY SHARES THE CONCERNS EXPRESSED ABOVE 
ON THE IMPLICATIONS FOR HIS MISSION AND JOINS ME IN THE 
SUGGESTION ON CHANGE OF DATE. 

5. MY APPOINTMENT WITH FONMIN BOTHA THIS AFTERNOON IS 
FLEXIBLE SO I SHALL HOLD UP FIXING THE HOUR UNTIL I HEAR 
FROM YOU. BOWDLER UNQTE VANCE 

SECRET 
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